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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader 
            studionelson.ardis@gmail.com 
Samantha Duret, Custodian   

                      sduret@lakedalelink.net 
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/                 
         Teacher           robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Nichole Abernathy &  

Laura Eastling 

Summer Schedule  
Sunday Worship:   

8:30 am Traditional  
10:00 am Contemporary 

Fall Worship Schedule (9/18) 
8:15 am Traditional 

10:30 am Contemporary 

FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. and begin the fall STRONG financially!   That can 
happen when we all make our stewardship a priority – 
whether we are in worship or not.  Thank you to all of 
you who are making use of our alternative giving 
options: Simply Giving and Online Giving using a 
Credit card or Debit card.  Whether you are using 
these options on a regular basis, or whether you are 
using them when you are unable to be in worship – 
your generosity IS making a difference. Because of 
the faithful giving of all who are part of this 
congregation, we are able to continue to be a positive 
and life-giving presence within our community and the 
world!  Your gifts DO make a difference! 
 
I would like to share with you a few more testimonies 
of those who make use of our electronic giving 
options: 
 
“Simply giving is a great way to make my monthly 
donation.  It not only makes the donations more 
reliable, it also saves me writing a check and 
remembering to write it.” 

-Cliff Franzen 
 
“We believe that it is a privilege and obligation to 
support the mission of each congregation that we 
have ever belonged to and are faithful at pledging 
each year.  As snowbirds several months of the year, 
vacations, etc, we know that our financial obligation/
support is fulfilled consistently and easily through the 
‘Simply Giving’ program.” 

Harvey and Joyce Dahl 
 
“Mike and I enrolled in the Simply Giving program a 
few years ago and love the ease and convenience of 
using this program.  Mike and I have non-traditional 
jobs that don’t allow us to attend worship each week 
and this program makes it simple to continue to give to 
both the general fund and the building fund each 
week.  We don’t feel we have to play “catch up” if we 
have missed a few services to make sure our pledge 
amount is in the positive.  We know that our deposits 
are being taken out for us.  If there is a special offering 
such as Christmas or Lent, we just write a separate 
check and donate that way.  I would recommend this 
program to all the members of the church to simplify 
your giving and your budgeting.” 

Shannon and Mike Diers 
 
And if you do give your offerings electronically – 
please remember to grab one of the green “I Gave 
Electronically” cards on the usher cabinet, located to 
your left as you enter the sanctuary, so that you can 

September 2016 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday  
Our fourth annual, “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday” will 
be September 11th.   Once again this year our service 
projects will all take place out at “True Friends”. There 
will be something for all ages and abilities.  This year, 
unlike previous years, in addition to our  regular services 
here at St. John’s at 8:30am and 10am., we will be 
offering an abbreviated “camp style” worship option out 
at True Friends at 9am for those whose schedule and 
health permit them to participate in the “service” portion 
of the day.    I hope that individuals and families will 
make every effort to join us in “making a difference” that 
day – and having fun along the way, and building new 
relationships among your brothers and sisters in Christ 
here at St. John’s.   
 
For those of you who are unable, for whatever reason, to 
join us out at True Friends, I hope that you will join us for 
worship here at St. John’s, and then consider ways that 
you might be God’s hands for the sake of your neighbor 
– be it in your own home, workplace, neighborhood, or 
wherever life takes you! 
 
As stated on the ELCA Website:  God’s Work. Our 
Hands. Sunday is an opportunity to be reminded, on an 
annual basis, that we are church together for the sake of 
the world!    
 
Attention: Fall Worship Schedule  
We will move back to our Fall Worship Schedule on 
Sunday, September 18th (Rally Sunday).  Our worship 
services will be at 8:15am and 10:30am, with Sunday 
school and J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) from 9:30 
to 10:15am.   Please share the Word! 
 
Narrative Lectionary 
We will be returning to the Narrative Lectionary 
beginning September 11th.   The Narrative Lectionary 
will, once again, take us through the Biblical story in 
chronological order.   You may be thinking – didn’t we do 
that last year?   Yes, we did, but this year, we will be 
focusing on different stories.   We invite you to gather 
each Sunday and be immersed in THE STORY of our 
faith. 
 
Financial Update 
Thank you for your continued and faithful support of this 
ministry called St. John’s over these summer months.   I 
am happy to report that through July we are in the black.   
It’s always good when we have five Sundays in July!!!   I 
hope that we, as a congregation, will end the summer 

continued on page 2 
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fully participate in the offering portion of our worship services. 
MAP Update 
Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, August 30th at 7pm.   On that night we will be meeting with our “navigator”, Pastor 
Mike Pancoast, to finalize plans for hosting a number of “Listening Sessions” this fall.   The purpose of these “Listening 
Sessions” is to listen to one another – to listen to what God is up to in our lives.   These sessions will provide us an 
opportunity to listen to one another’s ideas, to what excites you about being part of this St. John’s Community, and where 
you see God leading St. John’s in the future!   We also want to know if our current mission statement “to experience, live 
and share the love of Jesus Christ” is serving us well – providing us the needed direction as we move forward into God’s 
future – or whether we need to “tweak” it!!! 
In order to make these “Listening Sessions” happen, we will need individuals who will be willing to be trained as 
facilitators.   As a facilitator you will schedule a “Listening Session”in the place of your own choosing (e.g. here at church, 
at Spilled Grain, at your home, etc.) and then you will lead a conversation with those who attend your group.   Please 
consider whether you are willing to “facilitate” a listening group or groups.  And if you are, please contact the church 
office.  We would like to have those facilitator names gathered by the 30th so that, as soon as possible after the 30th, we 
could schedule some facilitator trainings so that we can begin our Listening Sessions in September! 
 
Mt. Hermon’s 135th Anniversary 
Our brothers and sisters in Christ who are part of the Mt. Hermon congregation will be celebrating their 135th Anniversary 
on Sunday, September 18th.   For many of those years St. John’s and Mt. Hermon were served by the same pastors – 
and so we celebrate with them on this special occasion and give thanks to God for their faithful ministry in years past, and 
for their continued faithfulness is serving the Gospel and sharing in God’s mission! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

cont’d from pg. 1 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP READINGS   
September 4th -  Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; 
 Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 
September 11th  -  Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8      
 Creation and Fall 
September 18th  -  Genesis 15:1-6     
      God’s Promise to Abraham 
September 21st – Genesis 37:3-8, 26-34; 50:15-21          
      God Works through Joseph 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  Our CURRENT WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE: 8:30am and 10:00am will continue 
THROUGH September 11th!   We will return to the 
Fall Schedule (8:15AM AND 10:30AM) on Sunday, 
September 18th! Please share the word!    

“GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” – DAY OF SERVICE SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 11, 2016  Mark Your Calendars! 
This is a day the ELCA has dedicated  for congregations across the country to do service work alongside neigh-

bors in their communities. 2013 was the first year, and it has become an annual event.   
This year St. John’s will focus our day of serving at True Friends/Camp Courage. Our format will be different than 
in past years: we will begin with a short worship service at 9:00am at the Camp for all volunteers.  Following that, 
volunteers will join their teams for their area of service—expecting to work from approximately 9:30-12:00. (Regular 
worship services will be held at church for those who choose to not participate in the event.) The Camp has many 
projects and needs that we can work on for our Day of Service for people of all ages and abilities.  Projects include: 
outside building staining, lake shore clean-up, trail work, horse therapy area clean-up, and other things to be deter-
mined.  Inside activities will include card making and cookie packaging and distribution. Depending on sign-up, we 
can send teams to Camp Friendship and Pioneer Park for projects, as well.  Our goal is to have as many members 
and families participate as possible!  Sign-up sheets are in the gathering area. If you are painting, cleaning, or 
clearing brush, you will want to be sure to wear old clothes, closed toe shoes, and bring your own gloves.  

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER 
OF ST. JOHN’S:  Or know someone who is interest-
ed, we’d love to welcome you - please mark the box 
on the Welcome Pad or contact the church office. 
The New Member Gathering will be held on Septem-
ber 18th at 11:30am, with New Member Sunday on 
September 25th.  Please contact the church office 
with any questions. 

The Church Office 
Will Be Closed on  

Monday, September 
5th in Observance of 

the Labor Day  
Holiday 

“ALL ARE WELCOME” BIBLE STUDY begins Thursday, Sept. 15th at 7pm. This Bible study is open to men and 
women, adults and young adults, high school youth, members and non-members. The focus will be on the Bible 
story for the following Sunday, and will be an opportunity to dig deeper into the text, using the Narrative Lectionary.  
Please sign up at the Welcome Center. 
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 
 
 Fasten your seatbelts and hang on! 
It’s September, the pace quickens, and there is so much you want to be a part of.  Let me just point to a few 
things you will want to watch for: 

Stewardship Our Fall Stewardship emphasis will be different this year, and it will start earlier so that our 
“snowbirds” will have a chance to participate.  Our Stewardship Team will have a new challenge to 
our members, watch for it.   

Church Wide Assembly The ELCA met in a church-wide assembly in New Orleans in August.  The 
church made plans for greater cooperation and unity with other Christian bodies.  Where are we in 
agreement, and where can we work together to advance the Gospel?  The church also took a stand 
denouncing the advancement and construction of “settlements” in Palestinian land.  As you learn 
more of the details, you will have questions which will likely make their way into our JOLT classes in 
the near future.  If you have specific questions that can’t wait for the formal discussions, please let us 
know.   

500th Anniversary of the Reformation is coming in 2017.  The Church Wide Assembly met under the 
theme “Freed & Renewed in Christ, 500 Years of God’s Grace in Action.”  We are preparing for this 
celebration, and you will have a chance to participate in many programs in the coming months.   

As our Sunday School and Fall programming begins, please remember your children, your church and its 
leaders in your prayers.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pr. Tom 
INDNJC 

ST. JOHN’S WILL HOST THE CROW RIVER  

CONFERENCE FALL GATHERING on Saturday, September 17, 2016.   
Registration starts at 8am, 8:30 brunch, and then program featuring:  
Kevin Doely, Musical Ventriloquist.  Kevin is a pastor, author and mu-
sician who serves as associate pastor at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Coon Rapids. He features vintage routines from the Edgar Bergen/
Charlie McCarthy/Mortimer Snerd era along with special guests John-
ny Cash & Elvis! The theme is “Chosen to Bear Fruit!” from John 15. 
Come and be inspired and join in the laughs! 

SCHOOL KITS  will be collected for the 
Fall Gathering - listed at right  
God Bless you as you serve our Heav-
enly King by serving those in need with 
your collected kits! 
 

“I Give Electronically” cards are now available at the Usher Cart - please place in the offering plate. 

THANK YOU  to all who donated to our Back to School Supply drive for students at Annandale Elementary 
& Middle Schools - those donations were so appreciated! 

THANK YOU  to all who helped setup, provided food, served, or helped with cleanup for the Salad/Hotdish 
Luncheon on Aug. 24th, and to all our diners!  Ruth Mohwinkel & Pat Baack, co-chairs 
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GRIEF GROUP-ALL ARE WELCOME  If you are 
grieving the loss of a loved one, you are invited to 
come to our grief support group, which is facilitated 
by Linda Hall, Bereavement Coordinator of Heart-
land Hospice. The next meeting will be held on Sep-
tember 8th at 3:00pm in the Library. If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office. 

MANY THANKS   
• To all who helped make this year’s Vacation Bible School a great week – to all who donated items, to 
those who helped set-up and take down, to those who helped with meals, to those who taught, to those who 
served as group leaders, to those who worked behind the scenes… especially to Michelle Wang for her 
countless hours of planning, to Nicole Abernathy who led the large group sessions, and to all who  
participated!!! 
• To all who participated in the Dingmann Workshops – and to the office staff for their work behind the 
scenes. 
• To all who helped serve the lunch following Ethel Rudolph’s memorial. 
• To our Endowment Committee for hosting the “Wills and Planned Giving” Workshops, and to all who par-
ticipated.  A special thank you to Sheldon Brown for being one of the presenters. 
• To all who planned, provided food, and helped serve, wash dishes, etc. for our annual Salad and Hotdish 
Luncheon; especially the co-chairs: Ruth Mohwinkel & Pat Baack; and all who attended. 
• To all who donated School Supplies which will make a positive difference in the lives of many students. 
• To Howard Rotsolk who weekly prepares the Sunday morning coffee – and who always makes sure your 
cup doesn’t run dry! 
• To Gary Geisinger for all he does to care for our church grounds, together with all those who serve on 

our summer mowing teams, and those who care for our flower gardens. 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NEWS  We are grateful for each and every gift given to our St. John’s Endow-
ment Fund.   Please know that any gift given to the Endowment, large or small, is a gift that will keep on giv-
ing!   Such gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation!   We hope 
that you will consider including the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning.   
A special thank you to all who participated in last month’s Wills and Planned Giving Workshops! 

MY NEIGHBOR IS A MUSLIM  Lutheran Social 
Services of MN (at the request of ELCA pastors in 
the St. Cloud area) has put together a wonderful re-
source for helping us, as Christians, to better under-
stand the Muslim faith.  This resource is available 
FREE on the LSS website (simply Google: “My 
Neighbor Is a Muslim”).  It’s a resource that you can 
read through on your own – but it would be even 
more powerful to work through it together.   If there 
is interest, Pastor Dave would be willing to facilitate 
such a group on Tuesday evenings and/or Thursday 
mornings.   Please sign-up at the Welcome Desk, or 
contact the church office and indicate your interest 
in the time that would work best for you.   If either 
time works for you, indicate that, as well.  If there is 
interest, the groups would begin in October. 

55 PLUS  Our Next 55 Plus Event will be held on 
Tuesday, September 20th at 11:30am here at 
Church.  
Lunch will be 
potluck.   
Come enjoy 
some good 
food and 
good fellow-
ship!   All are 
welcome! 

J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)    Our Adult Education classes meet in 
the Library from 9:30am to 10:15am beginning Sunday, September 18th.  All are welcome! 
 
We will begin the year viewing and discussing some short videos by Rob Bell (part of his 
Nooma series).  These videos have been very well received – 
and they are always very thought provoking.  Come and join us! 
  

September 18 –  Nooma: Sunday  “Why do we do the things we do?” 
September 25 -  Nooma: Today   “How much time and energy do we spend wishing  
                                                           things were how they used to be?” 

VBS CAVE QUEST-FOLLOWING JESUS, THE 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD  Thank you to those who 
supported Cave Quest VBS this summer! Your fi-
nancial donations as well as donations of supplies, 
time and talent were greatly appreciated. What a 
wonderful week we had with 110 registered partici-
pants and over 50 volunteers! This incredible week 
would not be possible if it weren't for the support 
from so many of you. We are greatly blessed - thank 
you!   Michelle Wang, VBS Coordinator 

September 
Greeters/ Wel-
come Center Readers Acolytes 

Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Tech 

Sept 4 

8:30 

Dan & Ruth 
Mohwinkel 

  Alex Klatt 
Faith Mader 

  

Cathy & Doug 
Beckman 

A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Denise Schultz 

 Sept 4 

10:00 

Dan & Nikki Sea-
berg Family 

         Jillian Kulm 

       Ezra Smith 

Terry & Beth Alison 
Berggren Family 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

Sept 11 

8:30 

Myron & Laurie 
Morris 

Diane Barkley       Haley Farris 

      Olivia Otto 

Dave &  
Toni Boie 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

Sept 11 

10:00 

Kris & Trish 
Townsend Fam-

ily 

DJ Welteroth Lacey Weber 
Elliot Peterson 

Cal & Denise Froeh-
lich Family 

A: 
V:  Michelle Wang 

**Sept 
18 

8:15 

Steve & Sandy 
Niklaus 

Jo Heyd Eva McClelland Duane & Linda Dietz A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Jim Peterson 

**Sept 
18 

10:30 

Trish Taylor   Gavin Polston Denny Gartner 
Family 

A: 
V:  Arthur Kjaer 

Sept 25 

8:15 

Loretta Peterson   Nels Burd 

Jack Howard 

Arnie & Ruth Gruys A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Denise Schultz 

Sept 25 

10:30 

Marshall & Nikki 
Neumiller Family 

  Haley Farris 

Max Schimelpfenig 

Laura Hood-
Beckman & Keith 
Beckman Family 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

 
Ushers 

 
8:30/8:15 Service 

 

Stan & Shirley Hillestad 
Joe Bayer 

Jim & Phyllis Framstad 
Shirley Dick 

 

10:00/10:30 Service 
 

Harvey & Joyce Dahl 
Dave, Sue, Callie & Alyssa Hadler 

 

 

Altar Guild 

 

 Mary Gunnerson 

Val Gunderson 

 

WELCA Circles: 
Sarah Circle:  Monday, Sept.  ___  at 7:00pm 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Rachel Circle:  Wednesday, Sept. 14th at 

                                                              9:30am 

Hostess:     Mary Gunnerson 

Bible Study Leader:    Bev Sorensen 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, Sept. 7th - 1:30pm 

 Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader:  Frieda Gunderson 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, Sept. 12th at 2pm 

 Hostess:   Diane Swanson 

 

**RALLY SUNDAY-NOTE TIMES CHANGE 



        1    Annandale 
Improvement Club

- off premises 

Precious Gifts 
Preschool Open 

House & Orienta-
tion 6:30pm 

2 

Communion  Ser-
vice at Annandale  

Care Center 

1:30pm 

3 

4 

Traditional  Worship 
w/Communion 

8:30am Contem-

porary Worship w/

Communion 

10:00am 

Cub Scouts- Ed. Bldg. 
3:00pm 

5 

LABOR DAY 

  

CHURCH  OF-

FICE CLOSED 

6 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's  Bible 
Study 

10:00am 

7   Precious  Gifts Preschool 
Begins 8:30-12noon 

Staff Meeting 10:30am 

Mary Circle 1:30pm 

D-Way Guide Orientation 

6:30pm 

D-Way Parent Meeting 

7:00pm 

AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 7:30pm 

8 

Annandale  Chris-
tian 

Women's  Club 

9:30am 

Grief Group-Linda 

Hall 3:00pm 

Girl Scouts-Ed 
Bldg 6:00pm 

9 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

10 

Money & 
Ministry 

Workshop-

Willmar, MN 

9:00am 

11 

God's Work, Our 
Hands Service Event 

Traditional  Worship w/

Communion 8:30am 

Contemporary Wor-
ship w/Communion 

10:00am 

  

12 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

Hands for Hope 

9:30am 

Ruth Circle 

2:00pm 

Boy Scouts 

6:00pm 

 Boy Scouts-

Venture 

8:00pm 

13 Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's  Bible 
Study 10:00am 

Conference Pastors 
Luncheon  Here 

Ministry  of Support 
&Stewardship6:30p 

Ministry  of Worship  
& Music 6:30pm 

Executive  Commit-

tee Mtg. 7:30pm 

14    Precious  Gifts Preschool 
8:30-12noon 

Rachel Circle 9:30am 

Staff Meeting 10:30am 

4th Grade D-Way 3:00pm 

D-Way Meal Begins 5:00pm 

5th-6th D-Way 5:20pm 

7th-9th D-Way 6:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm 

AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 7:30pm 

15   Ministerial 
Meeting  9:00am 

Annandale  Chris-

tian Women Exec 
Board Mtg. 

9:30am 

Newsletter  Dead-
line 10:00a Girl 

Scouts-Ed Bldg 

6:00pm 

"All Are Wel-
come" Bible 

Study 7:00pm 

16 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

17 

Crow River 
Conference 

Fall Gather-

ing  8:00am 

Registration 
Begins 

8:30am 

brunch and 

program 

18  Commissioning of 
Sunday School Teach-

ers/D-Way Guides; 
Presentation of 3yr old, 

1st,2nd&3rd  and 7th 
Grade Bibles at both 

services 

RALLY SUNDAY 

Traditional  Worship  

8:15am 

SS Open House/ JOLT! 
9:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship  10:30am 

New Member Gather-

ing  - 11:30am 

Youth Group 6:00pm 

19 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

Boy Scouts 
6:00pm 

Ministry  of Out-
reach 6:30pm 

Church Council 
7:00pm 

Boy Scouts-
Venture - 

8:00pm 

20 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's  Bible 
Study 10:00am 

55 Plus Potluck  

11:30am 

Ministry  of CYF 

Meeting 7:00pm 

21    Precious  Gifts Preschool 
8:30-12noon 

Staff Meeting 10:30am 

4th Grade D-Way 3:00pm 

D-Way Meal Begins 5:00pm 

5th-6th D-Way 5:20pm 

7th-9th D-Way 6:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm 

10th Grade Confirmation Class 

7:30pm 

AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 
7:30pm 

22 

Writing Memories 

Group 1:00pm 

  
"All Are Wel-
come" Bible 

Study 7:00pm 

23 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

24 

25 

New Member Sunday 

Traditional Wor-

ship w/Communion 

8:30am 

Sunday School/JOLT! 
9:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship with 

Communion 

10:30a 

  

26 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

Hands for Hope 

9:30am 

27 

Men's Bible Study 

8:00am 

Women's  Bible 
Study 

10:00am Prop-

erty Team Meet-
ing 5:00pm 

28  Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 12noon 

Staff Meeting 10:30am 

4th Grade D-Way 3:00pm 

Acolyte Training  for 6th Grad-
ers and Parents 4:00pm 

D-Way Meal Begins 5:00pm 

5th-6th D-Way 5:20pm 

7th-9th D-Way 6:00pm 

Choir Rehearsal 7:15pm 

10th Grade Confirmation Class 

7:30pm 

AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 
7:30pm 

29 

  
  
  

"All Are Wel-

come" Bible 

Study 7:00pm 

30 

Pastor Dave turns 
60! 

Precious  Gifts 

Preschool  8:30- 
12noon 

  

SEPTEMBER 2016 
     Sunday                     Monday                 Tuesday                      Wednesday                      Thursday                Friday        Saturday 

Coming up… MN. Teen Challenge Choir at St. John’s – October 2nd, Care Center Communion Service – October 7th, First 
Communion Meeting for PARENTS – October 9th, St. John’s Leading Sunday Worship at the Care Center – October 
9th,Confirmation Pictures, Rehearsal, and Banquet – October 26th, D-Way Food Collection – October 26th, First Com-
munion Class for youth and parents – October 29th, Reformation Sunday – October 30th, Service of Confirmation – Oc-
tober 30th, Care Center Communion Service – November 4th, FALL BACK ONE HOUR – the night of November 5th, All 
Saints’ Sunday – November 6th 
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TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC 
Team, are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: www.mmltec.org or talk to Jenny Aleckson or 
Pastor Dave. 

PRECIOUS GIFTS PRESCHOOL  The preschool still has some openings for fall of 2016!  Check out the 
website for information about the school including registration forms. Your child’s experience will be top 
notch learning and a lot of fun! Our curriculum is child centered, theme based, and prepares them well for 
their elementary career success! All members of St John’s receive a 20% discount on tuition. Transportation 
is available by volunteers who attend a child transportation class and complete a background check.  
Sept. 1st:  Preschool Open House and Orientation at 6:30pm; 
                    preschoolers are welcome to attend  
Sept. 7th:  Preschool begins - 8:30am - 12noon.   
  **Mark your calendars:  Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled for October 23rd after 
the second worship service. Invite your friends and neighbors to join us for a 
delicious meal, and watch for more information to come. 
 Click here for more information: http://www.stjohns-annandale.org/preciousgifts 

RALLY SUNDAY – September 18th  (Fall Worship Schedule Begins – 8:15am and 10:30am)  Presentation of 
Bibles (see below); Commissioning of Sunday school and D-Way teachers/guides, and more! 
D-Way 
September 7th -  Guide Orientation at 6:30pm; Parents’ Meeting for all parents of 4th-9th Grade Youth at 
7:30pm.   It is expected that at least one parent of each Youth participating in our D-Way program will 
attend this important meeting.  **Nursery care available 6:30-8p-please rsvp by Sunday, Sept. 4th** 
September 14th  – D-Way classes begin. 
September 21st & 28th  -  D-Way classes 
Acolyte Training 
Acolyte Training will be held Wednesday, September 28th at 4pm.  Acolyte Training is for all sixth graders (and 
any 7th graders who have not been trained). 
10th Graders 
Our 10th Graders will be meeting from 7:30 – 8:30pm on three consecutive Wednesdays (September 21, 28, 
and October 5th) and also Sunday, October 9th (if needed) as they prepare for the Rite of Confirmation at the 
end of October.   A reminder that by October 2nd , all Tenth Graders should have completed their meetings 
with their mentors, and turned in their faith statements, their information sheets (including their Confirmation 
Bible Verse), their gown measurements, fee, etc. 
Sunday School 
September 18th – Rally Sunday/ Sunday school registration and Open House 
September 25th  -  Sunday school classes begin 
Faith Milestones 
September 18th - Presentation of Bibles to our 3 year olds; 1st, 2nd and 3rd Graders; and 7th Graders 
October 9th – First Communion Meeting for Parents.  A brief meeting will be held immediately following each 
worship service for all parents of children/youth who wish to begin communing.  Here at St. John’s the decision 
for when a child/youth begins receiving Holy Communion rests with the parents; but we encourage that ALL 
children begin communing no later than 3rd grade.  At this meeting parents will receive a book to read through 
and discuss with their child(ren)/youth in preparation for the First Communion Class on Saturday, October 
29th .  If you have any questions, please contact our CYF Director, Jenny or Pastor Dave.  

MATAMBA UPDATE  A big thank you to members and friends of St John’s for welcoming Father Mbiche to Annandale 
in July.  It may have been hosting him for a meal, taking him to an event, praying for Matamba and the many projects 
there, supporting a student, providing financial support or welcoming him into your home….  asante sana – thank you 
very much.  We are sending him back to Tanzania with funds for St Monica’s School, the Matamba Church and other 
projects. A special thank you to the St John’s Endowment Fund for the money presented to him while he was here to 
support handicapped students in the Matamba community.  We are also sending Father Mbiche back to Matamba with 
funds for Father Albert Mligo to rebuild the water catchment and piping that feeds the hospital, rectory and school with 
clean water from mountain streams. This was destroyed in the recent rainy season due to heavy rain falls.  Your support 
of this mission is one way we can be the hands and feet of God. Thank you so much! Mona Volden  

(cut here to keep for your calendar) 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the office 
know your winter address and return date—we can ei-

ther mail you the monthly newsletter or e-mail it to you.   

EMAIL If you would like to receive the newsletter and/or 
weekly bulletin and announcements as an e-mail just let 
the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? 
    For every piece of returned mail or updated address 
we are charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, 
for those who will be moving and are leaving the area 
permanently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire 
a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel free to call Pastor 
Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• MN. Teen Challenge Choir at 

St. John’s – October 2nd  
• Care Center Communion 

Service – October 7th 
• First Communion Meeting for PARENTS – October 9th 
• St. John’s Leading Sunday Worship at the Care Center 

– October 9th  
• Confirmation Pictures, Rehearsal, and Banquet –  
         October 26th 
• D-Way Food Collection – October 26th 
• First Communion Class for youth and parents –  
  October 29th 
• Reformation Sunday – October 30th 
• Service of Confirmation – October 30th 
• Care Center Communion Service – November 4th 
• FALL BACK ONE HOUR – the night of November 5th 
• All Saints’ Sunday – November 6th  

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

VIA DE CRISTO 
Adults interested in a weekend experience that is sure to 
bring a new added depth to your faith are encouraged to 
consider attend one of the upcoming Via de Cristo week-
ends. For upcoming weekend dates and places, and addi-
tional information concerning Via de Cristo weekends, 
please check out the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or 
talk with Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave.  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT ANNANDALE 

CARE CENTER   Our monthly service of Holy Communion 
will be September 2nd at 1:30 pm. While this worship ser-
vice is intended for all St. John’s members who are resi-
dents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apart-
ments, it is open to ALL (both residents and family and 
friends).  

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

July  
2016  $34,911.69 $33,992.97 $5,035.51  

      

 
2015 

Monthly 
Average $33,801.72 $34,810.34 

  

Building Fund 
(2) 

  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $8,824.31 $9,587.00 $5,351.05  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance  

(3)  $950.00 $961.16 $4,516.41  

Notes: 

1. For July 2016 the General Fund had $918.65 more in income than expenses. GOOD!   
Congregation approved budgeted expenditures for 2016 total approximately $453,000. To fund this 
budget, we need an average monthly income of $37,750 (about $8,725 per Sunday). Or, we need less 
in monthly expenses. 

 

2. We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is still positive.  

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  
THANK YOU!  
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Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share with 

the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each mee�ng to Bonnie as soon as possible a er the mee�ng. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting    Date: 8-15-16   Start: 7:00 pm    End: 8:21 pm 

Present: Denny Abernathy, Peggy Bodell, Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, Bill Berry, Matt Treichler, Ed Mader, Jenny Aleckson, 
Celeste Froehlich, Kris Nelson, Steve Miller  Absent: Shelly Mikel, Pastor Dave Nelson, Matt Honsey, Dave Hadler   

TOPIC DISCUSSON ACTION 

Faith Talk : Ed Mader N/A 

Approval of 
Agenda 

Motion to Approve the August Council Agenda 
  
Motion to append the approved agenda to add to New Business: Dumpster roll off 

M/S/P Exec /
Nancy B. 
M/S/P Nancy 
B. /Denny A. 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Motion to Approve the July Secretary’s report M/S/P 
Exec/Denny A. 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

Motion to Approve the July Treasurer’s report M/S/P 
Exec/Denny A. 

Executive 
Committee 
Actions: 

None N/A 

Pastor 
Dave’s  
Report 

Vacation Bible School:   Over 110 kids participated in VBS along with 50 youth and adult 
leaders.  The event was again a huge success with many thanks to Michelle Wang for her 
leadership and time as well as to Jenny. 
Eagle Scout Project: Blake Lewison informed the congregation about the details of his “fire 
ring” project at both worship services on Sunday, August 14th. 
All Are Welcome Bible Study: Pastor Dave will be holding an evening Bible Study, begin-
ning September 15th.   It’s entitled “All Are Welcome” in that it’s open to men and women, 
to adults, young adults, high school youth, members and nonmembers.   The focus on the 
study will be on the Bible story that will be shared the following Sunday – an opportunity to 
dig deeper into the text, and to learn the Biblical story via the Narrative Lectionary.   The 
studies will be from 7-8pm. 

N/A 

Unfinished 
Business: 

MAP:  Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 30th at 7 p.m.  The group will be discuss-
ing and deciding upon details of the listening session and the facilitator’s role.  Council is 
encouraged to identify potential facilitators to attend the sessions and attend the meeting 
themselves on the 30th. 
White House Sewer/Water/Wall repairs :  The bids for the sewer and water were reviewed 
and given the details included in the bids and the timeline for the work to be done the mo-
tion was made to accept the bid of Flygare Excavating.  Ed Mader will be looking into the 
costs of the wall repairs which is recommended to be completed post sewer/water repair. 

N/A 
  
 
  
M/S/P 
Peggy B./
Denny A. 
  
  

New  
usiness 

Mt.Hermon/Crow River Church:  In celebration of the church’s 135th anniversary St. John’s 
will be sending a plant to their church, an amount not to exceed $50.00 
Willmar Ministry Event: St. John’s will register for the September 10th event in Willmar that 
our Synod is sponsoring.  The Cost is $75.00 and sessions will be lead on “The Problem of 
Money and the Church”.  The $75.00 fee allows unlimited members of the congregation to 
attend and includes a free copy of the book “Ministry and Money”. 
Dumpster Roll off:  Jenny brought forth a request to fund a roll off dumpster in order to 
clean out some of the rooms in the CYF building.  Council viewed the rooms and deter-
mined to first offer the chairs/tables/furniture for free to church members and then list for 
free on Craig’s list.  Funding of the dumpster to be re-looked at in September to see if 
there is still a need or if the remaining items can be manage in the church dumpster. 

M/S/P 
Matt T./Penny 
H. 
M/S/P 
Denny A./
Peggy B. 
  
  
N/A 

Ministry 
Updates 

Property Committee Minutes received/read N/A 

Council 
Reminders 

September Faith Talk:  Peggy 
All members please take your turn at signing up for offering duties. 

N/A 

Mark your 
Calendar: 

Next Executive council Meeting:  Sept. 13th 
Next Church Council Meeting: Sept. 19th 
Legal 101 Workshop – August 18th 
Tim Brinkman  - August 28th 
MAP Meeting – August 30th at 7pm 
Money and Ministry Workshop in Willmar – September 10th 
God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday – September 11th 
“All Are Welcome” Bible Study begins – September 15th 

N/A 

Adjourn-
ment 

8:21 pm. M/S/P 
Kris N./Denny 
A. 


